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GENERAL NEWS 


A monthly round-up of Victorian railway news and events 


CAL EN DAR 


JULY 
| 
ANNIVERSARIES 

Ist, 1940: Closure of Lal Lal to Lal Lal Racecourse 
line. (60) 

4th, 1910: Opening of Mildura to Merbein line. 
(90) 

7th, 1875: Opening of Bowser to Everton line. 
(125) 

9th, 1995: Classic Restaurant Train commenced 
operation on trip from Spencer Street to Ballarat 
and return. (5) 

18th, 1890: Opening of Huon Vale to Bolga line. 
(110) 

20th, 1990: Loco R707 named City of Melbourne. 
(10) 

23rd, 1995: BS and BRS carriages finally removed 
from V/Line service. (5) 

29th, 1915: Opening of Murrayville to Pinnaroo 
(SA) line. (85) 

29th, 1965: Closure of Lilydale to Warburton line. 
(35) 

1960: Clyde Engineering commenced building 
second batch of S class diesel-electric locos, 
310-317. (40) 


AUGUST 
[iss 
ANNIVERSARIES 


Ist, 1980: First suburban train/tram/bus travelcard 
(Metrocard) introduced. (20) 

2nd, 1955: First T class diesel-electric loco (T320) 
entered service. (45) 

16th, 1925: First remote controlled points and 
signals in Victoria in use at Goulburn Junction, 
between Tallarook and Seymour, controlled from 
Seymour. (75) 

22nd, 1890: Opening of Koroit to Hamilton and 
Dunkeld to Penshurst lines. (110) 

25th, 1970: Melbourne Yard Hump commissioned. 
(30) 

27th, 1920: Electrification of North Melbourne to 
Williamstown Pier and Newport to 
Williamstown Racecourse lines. (80) 

28th, 1975: Diesel railcar 42 in service. (25) 

31st, 1955: Degraves Street subway under Flinders 
Street opened. (45) 


SEPTEMBER 
maa 
ANNIVERSARIES 

1st, 1890: Opening of Murchison to Rushworth 
line. (110) 

2nd, 1995: Derailment of the Westcoaster at 
Werribee. (5) 

8th, 1885: Opening of Boolarra to Darlimurla line. 
(115) 

8th, 1975: Kananook station opened. (25) 


ARHS MEMBERS’ LIBRARY 


Up platform, Windsor Station 
Open every Tuesday evening, 8-10 pm, 
February-December. 


Visitors welcome. (03) 9510 6146 


ARHS ARCHIVES 


Down platform, Windsor Station 
Open every Tuesday evening, 8-10 pm, 
February-December. Visitors welcome. 


RAIL HERITAGE PLAN 


The tender recently called by the Office 
of the Director of Public Transport for 
the preparation of a management plan 
covering railway rollingstock and 


‘related railway heritage issues has been 


awarded to Booz Allen and Hamilton, 
consultants. 

Details of the tender requirements 
were covered in the June issue under 
Preservation. 


FREIGHT AUSTRALIA 
TRAINS FOR THE FUTURE 


Freight Australia is providing youth 
employment opportunities with the 
appointment of two apprentices at its 
South Dynon locomotive maintenance 
centre. 

Two young men have begun a four- 
year apprenticeship in diesel mainten- 
ance, one specialising in electrical work 
and the other in mechanical work. 
They are believed to be the first such 
recruits to the business in six years. Mr 
van Onselen, Freight Australia chief 
executive, said ‘These apprentices are a 
small but important step for us as we 
accelerate a skills transfer from an 
ageing workforce to a new generation. 

Last year Freight Australia also 
inducted nine new locomotive drivers 
into a specialised training program. 
The ‘Class of the New Millennium’ is 
made up of four men who transferred 
from other company duties and, 
notably, five new recruits to the 
industry. That 18-month program 
began with several weeks in the 
classroom followed by on-the-job 
experience with highly experienced 
instructor-drivers. 


FREIGHT AUSTRALIA 
BACKGROUND 


Freight Australia, formerly Freight 
Victoria, was founded in 1998 to bid 
for V/Line Freight and successfully 
acquired the business from the Vic- 
torian Government in May 1999 for 
$163 million. Freight Australia holds a 
45-year lease on 4,000 kilometres of 
track, owns 107 locomotives and 2,600 
freight wagons and employs 660 
people. Freight Australia is a wholly 
owned subsidiary of Rail America, Inc. 

Rail America, Inc. headquartered in 
Boca Raton, Florida is the world’s 
largest short line and regional railroad 
operator and is rated the fastest 


Ce ee 


growing railway company in the 
United States. Founded in 1986 and 
publicly listed in 1992, Rail America 
currently owns or has equity interest in 
50 railroads operating more than 
20,000 route kilometres in the United 
States, Canada, Chile and Australia. It 
recently completed purchase of RailTex 
Inc, North America’s leading operator 
of short line freight railroads. 


CONSULTANTS MERGE 


The consulting firm responsible for 
compiling a feasibility report on stan- 
dardising Victoria’s rail freight net- 
work, including the Heywood to Mt 
Gambier link, is to merge on a global 
basis. 

Maunsell McIntyre has announced 
the proposed merger between its 
parent company, Maunsell, and US 
firm AeCOM. 

AeCOM-Maunsell will become one 
of the largest infrastructure and 
facilities consulting engineering group 
in the USA and Australia, employing 
more than 11,000 staff and generating 
more than US$1.5 million. 

In Victoria the company compiled a 
feasibility study on the cost projections 
for converting the remainder of the rail 
freight network from broad to standard 
gauge. They are also compiling a 
report on the feasibility of standard- 
ising the Heywood - Mt Gambier - 
Snuggery - Wolseley line, which would 
open up rail freight access from the 
south-east of South Australia to the 
port of Portland, thereby reducing the 
current requirement for heavy road 
transport. (Portland Observer). 


RAILWAY SOCIETY URGES 
GOVERNMENT ACTION 


The Institution of Engineers Australia, 
Railway Technical Society of Australia, 
feels that the federal government’s 
response to a series of reports on road 
and rail has been ‘slow and weak’. 

The federal government’s response 
referred to four reports: a report on 
roads titled Planning not patching, 
released in October 1997 by the House 
of Representatives’ Standing Com- 
mittee on Transport, chaired by Paul 
Neville; a report titled Tracking 
Australia, released by the same 
committee in August 1998; a report 
titled Revitalising rail — the private sector 
solution, released in May 1999 by the 
Rail Projects Taskforce, chaired by Jack 
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R711 AT Work IN GEELONG 


SE RE 20ST te 


Above: When West Coast Railway returned R7I| to service it started working the Warrnambool pass. on a weekly basis 
much to the delight of railfans. As time pased it has visited all districts except the eastern district and has been used on 
a variety of trains. On Wed.22.3, R7I| assists Great Northern’s 377 and 376 on an up ballast at Geelong Craig Haber 


Below: On Thurs.4.5, R7II is assisted by T389 and T385 on the 17 35 up Warrnambool pass. which had the Norman Car 
attached Jeff Bounds 
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X36 approaches the former site of Wedderburn Junction on the down Boort 
goods on Wed.15.3 Julian Insall 


Smorgan; and the Productivity Com- 
mission report on rail reform, released 
in August 1999. 


The Society noted that the 
Productivity Commission’s recom- 
mendation that there be ‘a public 
inquiry into road provision in Australia 
to include methods of investment 
appraisal and the scope to improve 
road pricing’ has not been agreed to by 
the government. 


This recommendation was to try and 
improve competitive neutrality be- 
tween road and rail, and a similar 
recommendation in the draft report 
had received wide support. 


It noted that the House of Rep- 
resentatives Standing Committee on 
Transport report on roads had to wait 
30 months for a government response, 
while the committee’s report on rail 
had to wait 20 months for a response. 
This, despite transport minister John 
Anderson saying last November that it 
would be ready by last Christmas. 

The Society said it is widely 
recognised that the rail track linking 
Australia’s three largest cities is both 
substandard (Smorgan: Revitalising rail) 
and a national disgrace (Neville: 
Tracking Australia). The Melbourne - 
Sydney - Brisbane track was given an F 


minus rating in a recent Infrastructure 
Report Card by the IEAust. 


The national chairman, Dr Philip 
Laird said: ‘The deputy prime mini- 
ster’s response will continue the 
situation which reduces international 
competitiveness and pushes more loads 


on to roads. This results in extra road 
crashes, pollution and excess green- 
house gas emissions’. The Society said 
in the four Howard-Costello budgets 
to date no less than $6.5 billion was 
allocated to national, state and local 
roads. This is about 100 times the 
amount that has been allocated to rail 
works and urban public transport in 
the same period. 

It is hard to see why the USA 
allocates nearly 20% of its federal land 
transport funds to rail and mass transit 
and Australia only allocates 1% of such 
funds to this important area. (Engineers 
Australia) . 


PORT OF ECHUCA RAIL 
LINK 


The Minister of Transport, Mr Peter 
Batchelor, recently announced a 
$150 000 grant to help reconnect the 
historic rail link between Echuca 


railway station and the Port of Echuca 
Wharf. 


The rail line between Echuca and the 
port was first built in 1864 and was 
removed in the early 1970. 


The Government is contributing 
half of the $300 000 estimated by the 
Port of Echuca Authority needed to 
rebuild the rail line to link the railway 
station with the historic Murray River 
port. 


The Port of Echuca has put a lot of 
thought and work into the proposal to 
reopen the rail line through the Port of 
Echuca Heritage Precinct Masterplan 
and the consultants report, Tiains to 


Paddle Steamers — Meeting the Whistles. 


BALLARAT TO ARARAT RAIL 
LINK 


A feasibility study investigating the 
restoration of the rail line between 
Ballarat and Ararat is expected to be 
delivered to the State Government in 
July. 

National Express communications 
manager, Katie O’Shea, confirmed the 
study was on course to be completed 
within two months. The study was in- 
vestigating potential patronage levels, 
operation requirements and_ the 
economic and social impact that are 
likely with the reopening of the line. 


T7396 shunts a rake of log wagons towards the wharf at North Shore on 
Mon.27.3 Jeff Bounds 


Freight Australia, which is respon- 
sible for the line, has examined the 
route and is keeping an open mind for 
the future business opportunities in the 
area. (Ballarat Courier) 


RAIL FREIGHT 
COMPETITION IN VICTORIA 


The Department on Infrastructure has 
released a discussion paper, Proposals for 
the Implementation of the Victorian Rail 
Access Regime, outling a proposal to 
open up Victoria’s rail freight infra- 
structure for use by freight operators in 
addition to Freight Australia, which 
has a long term lease of the track. 

The proposed scheme, provided for 
in the Rail Corporations Act 1996, 
encourages private freight operators to 
reach a commercial agreement with 
the lessee of the track through 
negotiations. 

The access arrangements are in- 
tended to ensure that Victoria’s freight 
operators will be subject to vigorous 
and ongoing competition from new 
enterprises. 

They will be prevented from using 
their monopoly of the rail network to 
charge excessive prices for access to 
track by third parties. 

While under the Act, the Office of 
the Regulator-General would arbitrate 
any disputes, it is proposed that the 
regime would be administered and 
draft-pricing structures established by 
the Office. 

The paper suggests opening up of 
the country rail network leased to 
Freight Australia and the metropolitan 
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BL33 at Keswick Terminal in Adelaide waiting to depart with the inaugural 
daylight Overland on Sun.7.5 Peter Berrett 


tracks operated by Bayside Trains, 
Hillside Trains and the Dynon 


terminals. 


BAIRNSDALE REOPENED 


Freight Australia, with the recon- 
ditioning and rebuilding of the missing 
link between Hillside and Bairnsdale 
has allowed freight trains access to East 
Gippsland. 

In 1999 Freight Australia undertook 
a phased re-opening of the out of use 
Sale to Hillside line to haul empty and 
loaded log wagons. The operation was 
based on using its RTL (road-trans- 


An up Bayside Trains Comeng set departs Werribee on Thurs.17.2 Tiicia Avé 


ferable locomotive), hauling up to 200 
tonnes of logs per day to Sale for 
onward railing to North Geelong. 


The loads were limited by the 
condition of the track. Having demon- 
strated the viability of rail against road, 
it was decided to upgrade the 65- 
kilometre line for full freight operation. 
This involved re-commissioning and 
upgrading level crossings, signalling, 
fire protection work and strengthening 
the Avon River bridge. 


Traffic saw volumes build to over 
400 tonnes per day, with an expected 
rise to 600 tonnes per day, exceeding 
the capacity of the Hillside log ter- 
minal. Freight Australia in conjunction 
with Dallas Glen Pty Ltd decided to 
re-instate a further nine kilometres of 
the disused track between Hillside and 
Bairnsdale. The major work included 
the complete replacement of the line at 
the site of a washaway in the 1998 
floods. 


The Dallas Glen’s Bairnsdale Freight 
Terminal will be a multi-purpose 
operation covering timber, container 
and general freight on a 25-hectare site 
close to the heart of the city. 


At the same time, the re-activation 
of the rail line to a point just a couple 
of kilometres from Bairnsdale station 
allows the Victorian Government ‘the 
opportunity to fully explore the re- 
instatement of rail passenger services 
back to Bairnsdale’, Mr Marinus van 
Onselen, Chief Executive, Freight 
Australia, commented. 
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— The Overland — 
112 (1183) YEARS DOWN THE TRACK 


Part 4: 1992-1997 


Because of much History in 


AN’S ‘SLEEPING BEAUTY’ 
BECAME JUST A DREAM 


By 1991, following a four year com- 
plete interior and exterior restoration, 
the train was in excellent condition 
However, compared to the halcyon 
days of the 1960s and 1970s when 
annual patronage was around 200 
000, it had fallen to 170 000. Despite 
its long career, little effort had been - 
given in recent years to upgrading the Overland’s image. Apart 
from the addition of the popular, well appointed Club cars, 
most of the other rollingstock, initially designed in 1938, 
hadn’t changed during the 42 years since their introduction 
in 1949. 

In a further bid to broaden the train’s market and improve 
declining patronage, in 1992 AN’s Passenger & Travel 
Division announced an imaginative plan to revamp the 
Overland, similar to other projects that effectively helped the 
Indian Pacific and the Ghan weather the effects of the recession 
and airline fare price cutting wars. 


The Overland was designated Project Sleeping Beauty — an 
awakening of the then 105 year old interstate passenger rail 
service. The outcome would be a train incorporating the best 
of commuter and tourist expectations of rail travel. Specialist 
interior decorators would be let loose to refurbish the clinical 
laminated interiors commonly engineered into most post- 
World War 2 rollingstock. Inclusion of a dining car, the first 
in 54 years, complete with Overland crockery, cutlery and 
souvenirs would enhance the romance of the overnight 
journey. The crowning glory would be a new logo. Business 
carriages would complement budget-economy, economy and 
first class seats and economy and first class sleepers to cater for 
a wide selection of passengers. 


On 1 February 1993, the National Rail Corporation was 
established to undertake interstate rail freight operations, 
leaving Australian National with only the loss making pas- 
senger services. Suddenly, the long held supposition, inherited 
in 1975 by AN from its predecessor, Commonwealth 
Railways, that its operations would live on ad infinitum was 
threatened by uncertainty. Budgetary slashings meant that 
the Sleeping Beauty Project was just one of many axed. 
Consequently, staff morale remained low, service deteriorated 
and annual patronage declined to 112 000. AN took over the 
management of the Overland on 22 August. 

In the days prior to mass availability of mobile telephones, 
business persons and other passengers appreciated the use of 
an on-train facility to contact their office, family or friends. 
Eventually, lack of maintenance meant out-of-order notices or 
just the wires dangling from the wall. After nearly 108 years 
joint involvement in the train, Victoria withdrew from its 
partnership with AN on 12 December 1994. 

With all on train staff provided from Adelaide, 23 V/Line 
positions were lost at Spencer Street. Some staff who 
transferred to AN had to move to Adelaide where they were 
also rostered on the Indian Pacific and the Ghan. 


The Making, 112 Years Down 
The Track has developed into 
an extra year. Now, despite 

gauge standardisation, we read 

of the worsening years 


Don Potts 


GAUGE CHANGE - THE 
OVERLAND LOSES ITS SOUL 


The uncertainty caused in 1995 by the 
four month shut down of passenger 
services and abandonment of consider- 
ation for customers during standard 
gauge conversion was so appalling that 
the Overland had little hope of re- 
covering. After the original date 

- stretched from 21 to 28 of February it 
was realised that instead of returning the train empty to 
Adelaide the on-board staff could be actively employed by 
taking passengers and revenue derived from fares. Amidst 
organised confusion, 1 March became the last broad gauge 
westbound departure. Through passengers transferring from 
the Sydney XPT arrival were unaware Adelaide services were 
being suspended — lucky they didn’t arrive the next day. AN 
ceased accepting future bookings and failed to provide or 
coordinate temporary substitute road services. Passengers 
were forced to seek alternative travel by V/Line train/bus 
which originally operated beyond Dimboola, but later re- 
routed via Bendigo or private bus services. This could involve 
extra cost for interstaters overnight accommodation in 
Melbourne. 

Late docking of the initially unlit train (had it already been 
changed to buses?) forced most passengers to stand in the 
gloom outside of platform 2 locked gates. Considering the 
debacle, the tally of 118 including 35 sleeping berths, 16 first 
and 65 economy sitters was more than most nights since. On 
board, there was a sad funeral like atmosphere — the Overland 
had lost its soul. No balloons or all night parties like other 
interstate farewells. Staff pondered their future but still 
obliged by serving the heavy demand for ham and cheese 
sandwiches crisply toasted (in a genuine toaster — not the limp 
micro waved offerings churned out on less proud trains) 
washed down with souvenir half-bottles of wine in plastic 
glasses. The last eastbound broad gauge Overland departed on 
28 February behind 963 and N474 with the N continuing 
solo beyond Tailem Bend to Ballarat where B74 became the 
leader into Melbourne. On arrival at Tailem Bend on 2 March, 
963 led N466 into Adelaide, ending 108 years of broad gauge 
passenger services between the two capitals. 

Research throughout this article has confirmed that 
political and bureaucratic parochialism is not new in railways 
or most other matters. Just as Ballarat had been the first stop 
eastbound, there was agitation for Geelong to provide a 
similar alternative on the new standard gauge route. AN, as 
provider of the train service, but not responsible for the 
railway in Victoria agreed, subject to provision of a passenger 
platform at North Shore. The local MP for Corangamite, 
ignoring the convenience the new stop would be for his 
constituents, objected on the grounds that $250 000 should 
not be spent unless patronage justified the expenditure. This 
was despite the fact that Federal Government funding was 
used for the standardisation, including a new track from 
Melbourne to North Geelong loop. State Government con- 
trolled V/Line naturally declined — the PTC had abandoned 
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OVERLAND DECOR 


Opposite: The filthy and worn-through cloth seat covers in AJI, 
still used for first class, shamed the Overland’s proud reputation 
as being a world class train, 1998 


Above: The RB)’s refurbished for the new Overland and described 
as luxurious club, lounge, dining and buffet cars provide attractive 
but limited facilities (20 chairs) incomparable with the original 
club cars. Sun.21.3.99 


Below: The original 41 seat club cars proved popular with the 
Overland passengers from 1970 until removed by GSR in 1997 
All photos Don Potts collection 


NEWSRAIL Ji/y 2000 


its final operational involvement in interstate passenger rail 
services the previous year. A similar squabble arose when 
doubts were expressed as to who was responsible to ensure 
that the regauged track would be positioned at platforms to 
still enable passenger access at wayside stations. (although the 
new platform at North Shore was finally opened on 23 May 
1999 at a reduced cost of $190,000, such negativity 
still excludes the adjacent Geelong city, industry and port 
benefiting from a direct 1435 mm 
gauge freight link nearly five years 
after the standardisation project 
was completed) the then Victorian 
Transport Minister, Alan Brown 
enthused over a proposal to provide a 
world class interstate passenger 
terminal at Flinders Street station, 
which following recent redevelopment 
would be impractical. 


Starved of funds, AN _ initially 
hesitated about the cost of converting 
the bogies. Then a program was 
announced to regauge 15 sitting cars, 
club cars and vans. Eventually, some of 
the 17 Overland sleeping cars were 
converted. Fifty surplus passenger 
vehicles were offered for sale including 
14 Overland vehicles. A basic smoking 
compartment was made available in 
non-airconditioned HM class brake- 
vans. 


Following earlier widespread publicity about suspension of 
the Overland service and sale of its cars, AN added further 
confusion by initially declining to advise when passenger 
services would be resumed. After scant promotion, when the 
train made its first run utilising some AN surplus stainless 
steel cars on the standard gauge on 1 July, the only material 
available from the Spencer Street Information counter was a 
duplicated roughly hand written timetable sheet with no 


Use of dilapidated, unrestored BJ cars for budget class backpacker and student passengers destroyed the much vaunted 
new image of the Overland. June 1999 Don Potts 


For about eight hours, sleep 
was impossible as the 
carriages rocked, rolled and 
thumped noisily and slowly 
along giving the impression 
we were off the track 
vather than on it. Eventually, 
there was a sudden silence. 
Mistakenly, I thought we had 
stopped. In reality, we had 
crossed the border and the train 
was Speeding quietly along at 
full speed on high standard 
South Australian track 


details about fares or on-train services. The public could have 
been excused for thinking the Overland had ceased running 
permanently. 


THE ABRUPT DEMISE OF AN 


Early in 1996 a Liberal-National Coalition Federal Govern- 
ment replaced the Labor Party. Railways immediately came 
under the scrutiny of accountants. Several months later, after 
release of a Senate Inquiry which had 
examined the Brew Report into AN, 
the new Government adopted a $2 
billion rail reform package to divest 
itself of railway operations. This 
involved not only the selling off of 
Australian National, but also its 45.3% 
share in National Rail. AN’s losses for 
1995-6 were expected to soar to $250 
m, $100 m more than forecast in the 
Brew Report. John Brew said ‘Doing 
nothing is not an option’. Included in 
the six main assets sell off was AN’s 
passenger services — Indian Pacific, the 
Ghan and the Overland which col- 
lectively lost about $20 m annually. 

The initial failure of promised 
improvements of standardisation have 
been widely documented. The re- 
gauged Victorian track was described 
as The worst in the Nation - The Goat 
Track. Done on the cheap — it had to be 
experienced to be believed. In October 1996, I endured my 
worst ever overnight rail journey. 

For about eight hours, sleep was impossible as the carriages 
rocked, rolled and thumped noisily and slowly along giving 
the impression we were off the track rather than on it. 
Eventually, there was a sudden silence. Mistakenly, I thought 
we had stopped. In reality, we had crossed the border and the 
train was speeding quietly along at full speed on high 
standard South Australian track. 
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F'LINDERS NAVAL DEPOT 
GUN MOUNTING 


Visitors to Flinders Naval Base 


ie unit, comprising a 4'/, inch 


(11.5 mm) Mounting, Mark 6 Direc- 
tor and Flyplane Predictor, was 
installed on Wednesday 26 March 
1952. As the main unit weighs 45 tons 
(45.72 t), the assistance of the Railway 
Department’s 60 ton (60.96 t) crane 
was requested. Various meetings aes the Navy, the 
Williamstown Naval Dockyard, Directorate of Works and 
Housing and other interested parties took place from late 
1951 on, under the chairmanship of Commander G J B 
Crabb, DSC, of Flinders. 

The turret was to be delivered by road from the Bendigo 
Ordnance Factory by the Department of Supply. At the level 
crossing near the passenger platform the load would be 
transferred by the steam crane to a bogie S truck, then 
propelled 500 yards (457.2 m) to its final site. 

Some concern was expressed by the railways due to the 
siding being only 60 pound (89.26 kg/m) rail beyond the 
triangle points, nor were the large steam cranes authorised 
beyond Frankston. Eventually a speed limit of 25 mph 
(40.2 km/h) on the main line and 5 mph (8 km/h) on the 
siding was decreed. Another problem was the proximity of a 
22,000 volt power line close to where the first lift was to take 
place. 

The crane jib at full height would be 38 feet (11.58 m) 
above the rail. Eventually the State Electricity Commission 
was called in to supervise this part of the exercise. The 
Railways Department quoted £175 ($3150.00) for the move, 
which covered fourteen hour shifts for the driver, fireman, 
guard, foreman, crane driver, fitter, breakdown attendant and 
four fitter’s mates. 


Dave Macartney 


K190 runs around its train as it passes the gun mounting at Crib Point Naval Depot on Sat.16.5.1981 John Dare 


will be familiar with the twin 
gun mounting adjacent to the 


rail platform 


The military were having their own 
internal war, as usual. A proposal to 
utilise naval personnel in the unskilled 
areas of the concrete base construction 
was knocked on the head by the 
Department of Works and Housing, 
who eventually provided their own 
labour. This ede was to be completed by Thursday 31 
January 1952, at a cost of £300 ($5400.00). Similarly, the 
steelwork associated with the base was considered to be 
beyond the Navy, and was undertaken by Williamstown 
Naval Dockyard. Eventually it was decided to treat the pro- 
ject in the same way as a ship — that is, Williamstown would 
be responsible for erection and testing before handing over to 
Flinders. The naval ratings were granted permission to paint 
the edifice once completed! The base sections weighed 43/; 
tons (4.82 t) each, and Flinders was required to provide 
accommodation for one foreman and eleven artificers from 
Williamstown. 

The date of the work eventually settled on was Wednesday 
26 March 1952, shortly after the proposed Royal Tour of the 
base on Sunday 2 March. This was, of course, postponed due 
to the death of the King, and eventually took place in early 
1954. The train, comprising of a K class loco, S wagon, 60 ton 
(60.96 t) steam crane, match wagon, OO loco van and two 
Z vans, departed Melbourne Yard at 04 15, followed the 
Frankston parcels coach, and arrived at the Naval Base at 
07 25. Departure was scheduled at 15 30 with arrival back at 
Melbourne Yard at 18 10, no doubt to the relief of the 
foreman at North Melbourne loco, who would have felt quite 
vulnerable with his major item of breakdown equipment out 
of his control for fourteen hours. 
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THE CLASSIC CARRIAGE 
— Restaurant — 


‘As you enter the restaurant 


Tis comment by a guest portrays 
the unique ambience of the Classic 
Carriage Restaurant. Our guests take a 
step back into railway history and 
enjoy a delightful four course dinner 
in the elegant surroundings of the 
beautifully restored Murray dining car. 
Sipping sparkling wine, they board, 
then settle down for a memorable 
dining experience complemented by Australian wines, beer, 
juices and soft drinks. 

It is wonderful to see the interaction of guests. When a 
birthday is celebrated the whole carriage often joins in. With 
many special occasions having been celebrated, some guests 
will have lifelong memories of their evening with us. For 
example, we have had proposals of marriage taking place and 
even a couple who celebrated their 58th and 59th wedding 
anniversaries, are hoping to again celebrate their 60th on the 
restaurant. International guests delight in the interaction with 
special occasions. 

The Classic Carriage Restaurant is part of V/Line’s Classic 
Carriage Fleet and is operated by Supertrain Promotions Pty 
Ltd, a diverse catering company with over twenty years 
experience, specialising in the organisation of functions on 
trains. 

Built in 1937, Murray dining car and Norman parlor car 
have an interesting historical background. They were built 
specifically for service on the famous Spirit of Progress which is 
part of Australia’s railway heritage. Many of our guests have 
fond memories of dining on the train to Sydney in years gone 


you leave the worries of the 
world behind and enter an era 
of days gone by.’ 
— GRAEME MARTIN 


Judy Phelan 


by. The Spirit of Progress was Australia’s 
most famous train and since with- 
drawal in the late 1960’s some of its 
carriages have been restored for special 
charter and have been used by our 
company for many yeats. 

The Classic Carriage Restaurant is 
available for private bookings and 
functions. It operates regularly on 
Friday and Saturday evenings and other times/destinations by 
special arrangement. 

The Classic Carriage Restaurant was opened in 1997 and is 
operated by Supertrain Promotions with Managing Director, 
Judy Phelan at the helm. The restaurant started operation 
with the Avoca dining car until a bogie defect was detected 
and it was withdrawn from service. Murray dining car which 
had been converted to a lounge bar car was changed back to 
a dining car on 1 July 1998. The company has been involved 
in operating various forms of special train travel involving 
tourists and locals alike for twenty years. 

Judy has a unique and highly respected relationship with 
V/Line (now owned by National Express) and the PTC, and 
has a personal knowledge of train operations and destinations 
which have proven extremely beneficial in the operation of 


the business. Judy feels that the business ‘came of age’ when 
the Classic Carriage Restaurant opened. It is a far cry from the 
heady disco trains of the 1980s and provides a much more 
refined product for today’s developing tourist market. 

Telephone (03) 9563 1270 for further information or a 
brochure. 
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SIXTY 


YEARS AGO 


SPENCER STREET — IRREWARRA — BALLARAT — SPENCER STREET 


Thursday 23 March 1939 


Talks or articles about events of ‘long ago’ have always grabbed me especially if they were about 
trains. Charles Gavan Duffy would sometimes describe the railway system in Victoria perhaps as tt 
was when he was 18. I was z 8 in 1939 and I probably listened to his account of the railways 

in 1879. This is another of my : 


O. Thursday 23 March 1939, I 


caught an early morning seven car ‘dog 
box’ spark from Surrey Hills. On plat- 
form five at Spencer Street was No. 
15, the ‘Flyer’, express to Geelong and 
then stopping at most stations to Port 
Fairy. It had engine A958 as far as 
Geelong and it left on time at 8.22 am. 
In Spencer Street yard or thereabouts 
were engines C4, D‘257, D*259 and 
E359. At Newport South we stopped 
at the down home signal at 8.38, and 
as usual we awaited the arrival of No. 
20, the 7.20 am up Geelong Express 
daily, due there at 8.34. At 8.40, four 
minutes late, my train left and entered the automatically 
signalled single line. There was nothing to cross at Rock. This 
crossing loop was remotely controlled from the Newport 
South Junction signal box. 

At Laverton, engine D‘282 was shunting or putting away 
the 7.56 am up Aircraft platform empty car train before 
running No.12, the 8.20 am up light engine to Newport. Nor 
was there anything to cross at Drome, the other unattended 
crossing loop, which was remotely controlled from Werribee. 
Upon arrival at Werribee at 8.54, there were two goods 
trains there. One was No. 7, the 3.45 am down roadside 
goods to Geelong with engine A'817 and the other was No. 
14, the 4.15 am up roadside goods from Geelong with engine 
A°893. My working timetable shows that there should have 
been an up passenger train to cross at Manor at 8.49 am. It 
was the 8.15 am up Geelong passenger daily, but it eluded 
me. My train was so crowded that J may not have been able 
to see across to the right hand side. 

Little River (9.04), Lara (9.12) and Corio (9.14) were all 
passed a few minutes late and at North Geelong A Box 
(9.18) there was light engine A°953. My train arrived at 
Geelong five minutes late at 9.22. However, No. 8, the 7.48 
am up passenger train from Ballarat had not arrived and 
eventually did so at 9.39, 17 minutes late. It had Warrnam- 
bool line passengers on it and they had to change to my train. 
The late arrival of No. 8 caused the late departure of No. 24, 
the 9.45 am Melbourne passenger daily that it formed. 

In the meantime I en joyed my cup of coffee (for 3 pence) 
and after engine A°958 detached some of the front cars from 
the Warrnambool train, the new engine A7920 was attached 
to the remainder. Because of the late arrival of the Ballarat 
passenger, we left Geelong at 9.44 instead of the advertised 
9.27. At South Geelong, there was light engine A’823 of 
which more later. The site of the long gone electric staff 
crossing loop Duneed between 52'/2 and 53 miles was still 
clearly to be seen — it was opened during wheat season of 


Jack McLean 


sixty years ago chronicles which 
I hope will be of interest to 
someone who is 18 years old this 
year. It 1s a description of the 
eleventh day of my 1939 
fourteen days all lines ticket. 
I paid £5.10.0 for it and 
covered 4000 miles on the 
Victorian Railways 


1914-1915, possibly to facilitate the 
running of wheat trains from stations 
west of Cressy and via Beeac. Moriac 
was passed at 10.13, which was 15 
minutes late. 

Winchelsea was where we were 
tabled to cross No. 38, the 7.20 am up 
Warrnambool passenger. It was due to 
arrive at 10.10 at the station platform, 
set back and then take the crossing 
loop. If my train had arrived on time at 
10.15, the up train could have left at 
10.17. The passengers on the up were, 
I imagine, getting restless — they had 
waited from 10.10 until 10.32 before 
they could continue their journey. Also here was a down goods 
train stabled away in No. 3 road. It could have been No. 13, 
the 6.00 am conditional goods from Geelong running a bit 
late (or perhaps an extra arranged by telegram). It seemed 
likely that engine A’823 which I had seen at South Geelong 
had been the bank engine assisting the rear of this down 
goods (as far as Pettavel?) before returning light to South 
Geelong where it crossed my train. 

Irrewarra station, where J had to change trains, had been 
destroyed by fire on 3 January 1939 — about three months 
before my visit. The 40 lever interlocking machine had 
probably been damaged in the fire and I must have seen the 
instructions for the temporary arrangements to operate the 
junction. Hence I made no notes. After all I had the litho 
signal diagram. With all this distraction, I omitted to note the 
arrival time but as we were running 15 minutes late at Win- 
chelsea, we must have arrived at Irrewarra at about 11.05. 

The Colac - Ballarat Car Goods (No. 40 from Colac, No. 6 
from Irrewarra) was standing in No. 2 road at Irrewarra. It 
had engine D’665 on a string of mostly four wheeled wagons, 
a single passenger carriage (probably an ABL) and a six 
wheeled Z van. The guard was friendly — as usual, and as I 
may have been the only passenger for some of the journey to 
Ballarat, I rode most of the way in the Z van. This may have 
also contributed to the scarcity of notes on this journey. 

Beeac was then still a staff station and worked staff and 
ticket with Irrewarra and Cressy. In later years, I have 
collected information on Royal Trains in Victoria and I have 
details of the Prince of Wales journey this way in a Royal Train 
on Wednesday 2 June 1920. It had two D? class engines and 
was preceded by a Pilot Train, which was timed through 
Beeac station from 11.32 to 11.38. The Pilot Train must have 
arrived at Cressy a few minutes late and the ACRE message 
was not sent to Beeac until 11.38. While the Royal Train was 
stopped in the Beeac platform awaiting the ACRE message, 
the local people were able to talk to the Prince. This of course 
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was a breach of Instruction 9 on page 5 of the circular 
$3760/20. But I don’t suppose the Prince was worried. 

The delay to the 1920 Royal Train at Beeac only came to 
my knowledge in the 1970’s after reading about it in news- 
papers in the State Library. It would have been handy to have 
known some of these things before the event. Restricting my 
story to what I knew and saw at the time would have left the 
story of this day a little thin. 

Cressy was shown in the public timetable as T, (a Tea Stall 
station) and my car goods was timed to stop there between 
1.00 pm and 1.30 pm. I suppose it was recommended lunch- 
time stop and my notebook showed that my lunch consisted 
of a 3 penny chocolate bought there. Cressy then had an 
island platform, a large yard and a two storey signal box. 
When the yard was lengthened at the east end in 1937 the 
junction was worked by double wire. Cressy worked staff and 
ticket with Beeac to the south and Rokewood to the north, as 
well as miniature electric staff to Wingeel (or Inverleigh) to 
the east and Berrybank (or Lismore to the west). The signal 
box was quite impressive with its 88 levers and four miniature 
electric staff instruments and two Staff Ticket Boxes. 

Rokewood was an unattended staff and ticket station 
worked by ‘Guard in Charge’. Between Colac and Ballarat, 
the northbound car goods ran on Mondays and Thursdays and 
the southbound car goods ran on Mondays and Wednesdays 
and so the two trains crossed at Rokewood but only on 
Mondays. It therefore had to be a staff station to cross the two 
trains on a Monday, but it was convenient for it to remain a 
staff station for all trains. 

The crossing of trains once a week was not enough to 
necessitate a safeworking employee and the freight and pas- 
senger business was not sufficient to require a clerk. As a 
result guards worked the station and attended to the staff and 
ticket working on the two sections: Cressy - Rokewood and 
Rokewood - Newtown. 

A car goods used to be defined as a goods train with a 
passenger carriage attached running to goods train speed and 
loading and a mixed train was a passenger train running to 
passenger train speed and loading to which goods vehicles 
could be attached. Or at least they were some of the defi- 
nitions. A cynic once said of a mixed train that ‘a carriage was 
attached for the inconvenience of passengers’. 

When trains crossed at Rokewood, the guard of the first 
train to arrive took charge of the signalling. With no cross to 
be made on this day, my departure could not have been far off 
the 2.25 in the timetable. 

Newtown was another unattended staff and ticket station 
worked by the guards of trains and also by the drivers of the 
rail motors, which had been running between Ballarat and 


3% ——> 
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Linton since 1930. Yet because it was a junction station, New- 
town had retained its 40 lever-interlocking frame (installed in 
1913) which worked 15 signals, 7 points and 8 lock bars. It 
also once had a tea stall — from 1911 when it became a 
junction until some time in the twenties. The tea stall might 
even have been busy on occasions, for instance on a frosty 
morning when the 6.00 am Cressy north bound mixed arrived 
at Newtown at 7.50 and connected with the 6.30 am north 
bound Skipton mixed due out at 8.04. 


Detailed instructions for the working of the frame and the 
staff and ticket system were listed in the working timetables 
and provided for regular trains but over the six days each 
weck, no two days were the same. The interlocking had been 
adjusted around November 1931 so that for instance, the 
down departure home and up arrival home signals for the 
Linton line could be ‘off at the same time. This enabled the 
down departure home to be lowered for the departure of the 
down Linton rail motor in the afternoon and at the same time 
the up arrival home could be lowered for the arrival of the up 
rail motor the next morning. These arrangements generally 


NEWTOWN. 


A Staff Station Worked by Guards of Trains and Driver of Rail Motor. 


Newtown is a Staff Station, supervised by Stationmaster, Linton, and must be worked in accordance 
with the Rules contained in Appendix 11 of the Book of Rules and Regulations, the Supplementary 
Instructions shown in the General Appendix, and the further instructions set out hereunder :— 


1. (a) On arrival of a train at Newtown, the Guard of the train, or Driver in the case of a Rail 
Motor, will be responsible for the Staff working being carried out in accordance with the Rules and 
Instructions contained in Appendix 11 of the Book of Rules and Regulations, and the Supplementary 
Instructions shown in the General Appendix. The Guard of the train, or Driver of the Rail Motor, 
will also be responsible for working the Interlocking frame, as set out for each particular train in clause 
3 hereof. The District Superintendent to arrange for all Guards who will be called upon to run any 
of the present scheduled trains, also for the Driver of the Rail Motor to be examined in the “ frame" 
at Newtown. 

(2) Guards and Driver of Rail Motor must make the necessary entries in the Train Register Book 
for all trains. 

(c) The Caretaker at Newtown must arrange for Guards and Rail Motor Driver to have access 
to the Office, and must forward the Train Register Book to the Block and Signal Inspector, Ballarat, 
as instructed by the Supervising Stationmaster. 

(d) The attention of Guards and the Rail Motor Drivers is directed to Regulation 230 and the 
instructions shown in the General Appendix, respecting shunting operations and security of Points 
and Scotch Blocks at Caretaker Stations. 

2. It must be distinctly understood that these instructions are only applicable to trains that are at 
present operating, and providing no trains are crossing at Newtown, and should it be necessary to schedule 
additional trains and for trains to cross at Newtown, the District Superintendent must, unless instructions 
are issued to the contrary, arrange for a competent Employee to take charge of Signalling. 


Method of Operating Trains. 


3. (a) In order to permit of the trains (excepting the 1.30 p.m. Car-Goods ex Cressy on Mondays) 
getting a clear run into the Station, alterations have been made to the Interlocking. The Driver of 
the Rail Motor and the Guards of the Goods trains will attend to the Signalling as set out hereunder :— 


THURSDAYS. 


(i) Driver of 7.40 a.m. Up Rail Motor will place all levers to normal, place the Staff for the 
rear Section in the usual safe position, issue a Ticket to proceed to Haddon, and then 
operate levers 31, 7, 16, and 2. 

(ii) Guard of 1.30 p.m. ex Cressy will place all levers to normal, obtain ‘“ Acre” message from 
Haddon, hand Driver proper Staff, and then operate levers 31, 7, and 39. 


(ii) Driver of 4.15 p.m. Down will place all levers to normal, exchange the Staffs and then 


operate levers 14, 13, 15, 5, and 37. 


4, According to the direction of the train, the Stationmasters at Cressy, Linton, and Ballarat 
must assure themselves that the Driver of the Rail Motor, or Guard ofa Steam train, thoroughly 
understands the duties to be performed at Newtown, also what the train will travel on, i.e., Staff or 
Ticket, from Newtown, and whether the “ ACRE”’ message has to be obtained for a preceding train, 


5. Train Crews working under these arrangements must be careful to see that the proper Staffs: 
and Tickets for the Sections are carried and exchanged. 


6. If any emergency with which the Guard or Rail Motor Driver cannot deal should arise, the 
Supervising Stationmaster must be communicated with. If unable to communicate with the Station 
master, Linton, the Guard or Driver must confer with the Signalman at Linton Junotion or 
Stationmaster, Cressy, and act under their instructions, and, if necessary, a man must be placed in 
charge at Newtown. 
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avoided the need for a guard to walk forward to the station 
to lower the signal to admit his train. The staff and ticket 
instructions between Newtown and Linton Junction also took 
into account the days on which Haddon was opened or closed 
as a staff station. 

Haddon was, in March 1939, a non-interlocked part time 
staff station. However, on several occasions between 1919 and 
1926, sometimes for weeks at a time, it was a temporary staff 
station so that ballast trains could terminate there. No 
crossing loop was provided and as the goods siding might 
have had wagons in it, no trains could side track there apart 
from the local ballast trains which usually did so in one of the 
long ballast sidings. 

The Ballarat-Linton AEC rail motor had started running on 
27 October 1930. As a result of a timetable alteration on 13 
July 1931, the 4.15 pm down Linton rail motor was timed to 
be at Haddon to cross No. 6 the up Cressy Car goods. The 
circular A1211/31 showed that Haddon was to be a part time 
staff and ticket station on Mondays only. A signalman was 
appointed to be there each Monday and he arranged the 
opening of Haddon as a staff station while travelling on 
No. 3, the 12 noon down Ballarat - Cressy Car goods. After 
travelling to Newtown on the AEC rail motor he arranged the 
closing of the staff station by No. 8, the 4.00 pm up Skipton 
goods. 


PLATFORM 


TO BALLARAT 


Each alteration to timings or to days of running caused 
amendments to the instructions. Until some time around 
1934, Haddon was still lacking a crossing loop and so 
A1211/31 included instructions for the crossing of the car 
goods and the AEC rail motor, both of which were trains 
carrying passengers. The rail motor was sidetracked in the 
goods siding. If vehicles occupied the siding, the car goods 
had to be stopped at the up home signal until the rail motor 
had been brought into the platform. The rail motor had then 
to set back and be turned into the siding and be stopped clear 
of any goods wagons. After the car goods had departed for 
Ballarat, the rail motor could continue on its journey. 

The circular dated 13 July 1931 suggested that the times 
at Haddon had been arranged around the absence of a 
crossing loop. The car goods was shown as arriving (at the up 
home signal) at 4.40 pm. The rail motor was to arrive at 4.48 
and to set back before entering the siding. The platform road 
was then clear for the entraining or detraining of passengers 
on the car goods which could then depart for Ballarat at 4.49. 
The platform road was then clear for the rail motor at 4.50 to 
depart for Newtown via the platform road but if there were 
no wagons in the siding the rail motor could leave directly 
from the siding. 

The use of the occupied goods siding by the side tracked 
rail motor, caused a note to be added to the circular A1211/31 


CROSSIN &@ LOOP 
ROAD 


HADDON 1939 
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THE CLASSIC 
‘A CLASS 


When the B class locomotive was built in the 
early 1950s it was a unique double-ended loco 
by world standards and a favourite of the rail 
fans. V/Line was after new motive power in 
the early 1980s a number of the class were 
updated and reclassed to become A class. 
When Freight Victoria and V/Line Passenger 
was established the class was split, the first 
four numbered locos to passenger, the other 
seven to freight. At the time of going to print 
AG6 was painted in V/Line grey and AGO, A62 
and A70 are in V/Line Passenger blue and red. 
In the freight division A71, A79 and A85 are 
in V/Line grey, A73, A77 and A81 are Freight 
Victoria grey, while A78 is in grey but worded 
V/Line Freight. 


I A60 on the 10 00 up Bacchus Marsh pass. 
departs on Fri.24.3 Russell Armstrong 


2 TheA class are still quite easy to photograph 
in daylight hours as we see A7I and X48 
arriving at Shepparton on 9351 down 
Tocumwal goods during April Cleve Matys 


3 A60 arrives at Kilmore East in the early 
evening of Tues.I1.1 on the 17 28 down 
Seymour pass. Russell Armstrong 


4 H5 and A73 await entry into Morwell yard at 
the head of an up Hazelwood goods. Wed.24.5 
Jeff Bounds 


5 Since G543 was sent into New South Wales 
by Freight Australia the Pioneer Quarry train 
has had a variety of motive power. A8I and 
X5I load at the quarry at Kilmore East on 
Tues.11.4 Russell Armstrong 
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that ‘No. 6 Car Goods must not be permitted to perform 
shunting operations at Haddon’ because the attaching or 
detaching of goods wagons would have been hindered by the 
rail motor sidetracked in the siding. 

The curious overlapping crossing times at Haddon and the 
restriction on No. 6 shunting there remained for several years 
after the installation of the crossing loop, the date of which 
had not yet been discovered. Because of the points leading to 
the Stone siding, the north end of the crossing loop was laid 
as if it branched off the goods siding. 


I must have seen most of the activity I have described but 
I have very little in my notebook except a rough track sketch, 
which indicated that the crossing loop was there at least in 
1939. (I didn’t see a copy of 
A1211/31 until many years after 
1939!) At 4.50 when the rail 
motor was timed to leave for 
Newtown, my car goods should 
have been on its way to Linton 
Junction, which it was due to 
pass at 5.22 and I imagine that I 
arrived at Ballarat pretty close 
to 5.35 as, shown in the WTT. 


From Ballarat, I had another 
run on the up Horsham day 
train. In 1939, it was referred to 
as No. 24 and it became No. 34 
in the working timetable of 6 
January 1941. No. 24 should 
have arrived at Ballarat at 5.48 
and before it departed at some- 
thing like 6.12 with engine 
A°968, I bought another pie and 
coffee (7 pence) and a chocolate 
(6 pence). 


Learmonth 


At Bungaree, engine D°647 
was in the loop on a down goods, 
which wasn’t mentioned in the 
WTT. At Gordon, engine 
A°968 was on No. 27, the 5.00 
pm down Melbourne - Ballarat 
passenger in No. 2 (the straight 
road) after having first been to 
the platform. My train stopped 
in the platform, which was on 
the loop. 


At Rowsley, I probably 
noticed the signalman giving us 
the green flag to go down the 
hill to Bacchus Marsh which indicated that No. 29a, the 6.12 
pm down Bacchus Marsh Petrol Electric Rail Motor had 
arrived at the platform and had been sent out to the yard. 


At Bacchus Marsh, my train stopped in the platform road 
(on the loop) and while there, it crossed No. 29, the 7.00 pm 
down Overland behind engines A°940 and A°966. They 
thrashed through No. 2 road and changed the staffs on the 
auto at great speed. 


At Melton, my train arrived at the platform, then set back 
and drew into the loop to cross No. 33, the 7.40 pm down 
Mildura passenger, which had engine A°981. 


The working timetable, which I carried this day, may have 
been the first I saw in which the term ‘wall sheet departure 
time’ was used. At single line crossing stations, where there 
was only one platform, the public and the railway staff needed 
to know at what time their train would leave the platform 
particularly when it was being sidetracked to cross another 


train. The departure time in such instances was often shown 
as a minute or so after the arrival time. 


Against the departure time in the working timetable there 
was a symbol, which referred the railwayman to the ‘wall 
sheet departure time’ in the footnotes. The symbols in the 
June 1938 working timetables were swastikas, the emblem 
used by the Nazis who were a bit unpopular at that time. The 
swastika for ‘wall sheet departure times’ was rather promptly 
replaced by a ‘blob’ that is a letter O solid filled (which my 
computer cannot produce). After a long and tiring but most 
absorbing day, I detrained at Spencer Street (Platform No. 1) 
at something like 9.00 pm, and hurried to Flinders Street to 
catch a seven-car ‘dogbox’ spark to Surrey Hills. 

I don’t know why I didn’t 


Midas 


Ilabarook > 


make this round trip more than 
once. Possibly I can blame the 
war. Dreaming about it while 
writing this article wasn’t a bad 
substitute. 


Because of the historical nature of 
this article, measurements and money 
terms remain in the imperial system. 

The introduction and some 
subsequent paragraphs mention 
money in pre-decimal currency. The 
simple and oft-used principle of 
doubling the imperial pound and 
calling it present day dollars is not 
2 relevant. A Mr R Fitzherbert, BSc, 
cy FIA, prepared a conversion table 

bps using data from a publication 
printed by the Institute of Actuaries 
and when utilising this table the 
cost of the fourteen day all lines 
ticket, referred to in the introduction, 
converts to $275.00. The cup of 
coffee, costing three pence (pennies) in 
1939 is now a minimum of $1.50. 
It should be noted the figures are 
an estimation only as there is no 
proper method of calculating relative 
values. 

For the benefit of the younger 
reader there were 12 pence in one 
shilling and 20 shillings in a pound. 
When decimal conversion arrived in 
1966, the simple conversion was one 
pound equalled two dollars and 1 
shilling equalled ten cents but inflation soon rendered this conversion 
out of date. 

Jack McLean said that at that time he was earning nineteen 
shillings and two pence per week. On that basis the fare of five pounds 
ten shillings is equal to over five weeks pay. 

To convert the miles to kilometres multiply the mileage figure by 
1.61; i.e. the 4000 miles referred to in the introduction converts 
to 6440 kilometres. 
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OPERATIONS 


An overview of recent sightings and observations 


EAST BAIRNSDALE 


The cartage of logs to Hillside stopped 
at the end of April and the loading 
onto rail of the stockpiled logs will see 
the transfer of the log operation to 
Bairnsdale. 


A new storage and loading area, 
called, East Gippsland Freight 
Terminal, is being constructed on the 
up side of the Bosworth Road level 
crossing in Bairnsdale. The logs will 
be loaded directly onto the main line 
as no siding exists and the train will 
run into the Bairnsdale yard for the 
loco to run around. A large pile of 
logs is being stockpiled ready for the 
operation to commence. 


WESTERN STANDARD 
GAUGE 


With a number of different operators 
running trains on the Western 
standard gauge corridor out of 
Melbourne, plenty of variety is seen in 
motive power, although it is can be 
quite predictable within the operators. 


NATIONAL RAIL 


The most common locomotive on 
National Rail services is the NR class, 
with double headers prominent. 

This class always lead, but variety is 
provided by the occasional appearance 
of the AN, BL and DL classes as 
trailing units. Triple-headers and the 
occasional quad also help to provide 
something different. 


National Rail’s trains include 
mostly superfreighters loaded with 
containers, steel trains and their 
trailerail services. In general these 
trains depart Melbourne in the 
evenings and inbound services arrive 
in the early morning, seven days a 
week. 


GSR 


Great Southern Railway operates two 
services on this line, the Overland and 
the Ghan. The Overland runs four 

return trips per week and the Ghan a 
single return journey on a Wednesday. 


National Rail currently provide the 
motive power for all of GSR’s trains, 
resulting in the Ghan being 
dominated by single NR’s and the 
Overland is hauled mostly by a single 
BL, although the occasional NR does 
appear. The BL’s dedicated to this 


train are BL27 and BL33, both of 
which are in SteelLink colours. 


SCT 


Specialised Container Transport 
operates trains made up of their own 
large vans and some container 
wagons. The vans are painted in either 
their new predominantly white, red 
and black colours, or the former AN 
green and gold. SCT trains arrive in 
Melbourne in the early afternoon, and 
depart in the evenings. 


Freight Australia provides the 
locomotives, which upon arrival or 
departure from Melbourne are 
usually a double or triple G class 
combination. The rollingstock used 
includes SCT’s large vans and some 
container traffic 


TOLL 


Toll services arrive in Melbourne in 
the early hours of the morning and 
depart late afternoon. As with SCT, 
Freight Australia provides two or 
three G class locomotives to haul these 
trains, and the consist is dominated by 
containers. 


PATRICK RAIL OPERATIONS 


These services provide the most 
variety in motive power, as the usual 
supplier is ASR who make available 
their CLE, CLP and GM classes. A 
mixture of colour is also evident, with 
these classes sporting either ASR’s 
new orange and black colours or the 
former AN green and gold. Typically 
two locomotives combine to haul 
these trains. 


Interest is also added when these 
services are used by Great Northern 
Rail to transfer their locomotives to 
and from their facility in Adelaide, 
and more recently by ATN to move 
their motive power to Melbourne. 
This has resulted in GNR’s red and 
maroon GM’s and ATN’s maroon and 
gold L class being sighted on these 
trains. CFCLA’s blue and silver EL’s, 
along with some in the old green and 
yellow have also recently been sighted 
on transfer runs via these services. 


FREIGHT AUSTRALIA 


Freight Australia’s main operations on 
the Western standard gauge are grain 
trains between Portland and Murtoa 
and Dimboola, and to locations on the 
Hopetoun and Yaapeet branches and 


towards the South Australian border. 
Double G class combinations typically 
haul these trains, with single G’s 
common on the branch lines and 
beyond Dimboola. Iwo of CFCLA EL 
class have been on hire since mid 
March and have been regularly 
operating to Murtoa and Dimboola 
from Portland, either as a pair, or in 
company with G’s. Members from the 
X, T and H classes have also 
occasionally been sighted. 


FA’s other service on this line is 
9791/9792 Dimboola goods, which 
conveys container traffic to and from 
Horsham and Portland via Maroona. 
Motive power for these is similar to 
the grain movements; dominated by 
G’s, but with the occasional variety, 
including the irregular appearance of 
the Portland pilot, a Y class, being 
transferred to or from Melbourne for 
loco servicing. 


GREAT NORTHERN RAIL 


Although they do not operate any 
regularly scheduled trains on this 
corridor, GNR’s colourful locomotives 
are seen regularly on either works 
trains or being transferred to or from 
their base at Adelaide’s Islington 
workshops (which they are currently 
in the process of vacating). As listed 
above in the Patricks’ section, these 
locos are often transferred on their 
services. 


Examples of the works trains 
operated by GNR’s refurbished GM 
class locomotives were reported in 
June NEwsRAIL, and occurred on 
Mon.12.6 when GM27 and GM22 led 
an empty rail train from Adelaide to 
Inverleigh, as train number 2704. 


ATN MOVES INTO MELBOURNE 


The number of new locomotive classes 
to be sighted on the standard gauge 
Western line continues to increase, 
this month courtesy of Australian 
Transport Network, to be known as 
ATN Access. 


Refurbished former Westrail L class 
locos were sighted on their delivery 
runs to their new owner's base in Mel- 
bourne, and three members of the 830 
class, having also been sold to ATN, 
made their way to their new home. 


L251, the first of the L’s seen in the 
new ATN Access colours of maroon 
and yellow, made its way into 
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AUSTRALIAN TRANSPORT NETWORK ARRIVES 


When Australian Transport 
| Network chose the West- 
| ern Australian L class as 
their motive power it 
turned the clock back to 
the 1980s in Victoria. This 
was when the L class were 
on hire to V/Line and the 

north-east line was shot by 

photographers nearly every 

day. 
With ATN operating 
out of both Junee and 
Dimboola the good old 
days are back again. In the 

1980s the GM’s and 422’s 

were very popular as well 

as the L’s. The GM’s are 
still around and with the 

422’s being sold to ASR, 

how long before they 

return to Victoria? 


Top: L270 and L251 in their 
new livery at the Motive 
Power Centre, Dry Creek on 
Tues.30.5 Jack May 


| Middle: A rake of brand new 
wheat hoppers ex China at 
the ATN siding at McIntyre 
Loop on Sun.21.5 

Michael Bray 


| Bottom: ATN locos 251-270 
on an up empty grain from 
Junee cross NR62 on a down 
Brisbane superfreighter at 
Seymour Loop on Fri.16.6 
Peter Foote 
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The motive power variety in Victoria keeps expanding as Great Northern now 
have ‘baby GM’ No. I0 in service as well as its big brother No. 27. 
A73 looks on at South Dynon Loco on Sat.20.5 Michael Bray 


Melbourne on Thurs.25.5 on the up 
Patricks’ service, AM3, as second unit 
in combination with CLP12 leading, 
and CLF7 as third loco. 


The next two were sighted on 
Wed.31.5, again on Patricks’ service 
AM3, forming the lash-up of CLF4- 
CLP 13-L270- L254. 


The 830’s, 845-838-833, were 
sandwiched between CLP12 and 
CLP17 when they arrived on the 
morning of Sat.3.6, once again on 
Patricks. These are still in their AN 
green and gold, but are to be 
repainted. 


ATN Access’ rake of new grain 
hoppers, coded XGAY, along with 
CFCLA’s 36 new container flats, 
coded CDBY, were delivered to 
Melbourne via a special working on 
Wed.31.5, hauled by CLF1 and 
GM37, which was seen through 
Gheringhap at 15 06. Unfortunately 
all 44 of the new grain hoppers had 
been painted with graffiti, despite 
only being in the country for a week! 
They were delivered from China by 
sea, and unloaded at Adelaide during 
mid May. 


GHAN DELAY 


Traffic on this line was delayed by 
around two and a half hours on the 
evening of Wed.31.5, due to a 
locomotive failure on the westbound 
Ghan. The single NR77 became 
disabled at Wingeel Loop, where 


SD 


another loco, DL40, was detached 
from PM5/9712. Due to radio and 
ASW equipment not present in the DL, 
it was placed behind the NR, but with 
the new loco providing the power. 


This is the second time that a DL 
has been reported as second unit on a 
GSR passenger train in Victoria in the 
last twelve months. BL27 and DL39 
led an empty Overland in October last 
year — refer to the November 1999 
NEwsRall for details of this working. 
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NORTH WESTERN BROAD 
GAUGE 


Traffic on this line, through Geelong 
and Ballarat and beyond is made up of 
a return Mildura/Merbein goods, a 
return Ouyen/Cowangie gypsum train 
and a number of grain trains between 
North Geelong, Maryborough and 
destinations beyond. 


Recently the grain movements 
appear to be hauled by whatever 
locomotives are available at the time. 
G’s tend to lead a majority of services, 
but the trailing locos can come 
from any of the G, H, S, T and X 
classes, and Y’s have even put in the 
occasional appearance. Double 
headers are the most common, but 
three or four units also turn up 
intermittently 


The Mildura and Merbein freights, 
9140/9141, have been dominated for 
some time by G-X combinations, 
although during May single G’s 
became more common. 

The most interesting service is the 
Cowangie gypsum train, 9137/9138. 
As with the grain trains, any of a 
number of classes can appear, 
although the X class can be seen 
leading, along with the G’s. Added 
variety appears when West Coast 
Railway uses these services to transfer 
their locomotives between Geelong 
and their Ballarat East depot. This 
adds the B class and WCR’s S class to 
the list of locomotives that can be 
sighted. Any number of units from 


Red Hen set 372-416-366 near Armadale en route to Stony Point to run time trials 
as Bayside Trains is interested in replacing the current A class hauled passenger 
train with something cheaper to operate. Fri.19.5 Jeff Bounds 


one to five or six can turn up on these 
trains. 


This diversity was illustrated at the 
end of May when on Wed.24.5, 9137 
was fronted by the quintet of G511- 
$301-X43-X31 and WCR’s BG1, and 
the following week, the lone X41 was 
in charge of the same train. (GE) 


ACTION AT DONALD 


Further evidence of the mixture of 
motive power was reported from 
Donald, on the Mildura line, on 
Sat.10.6. At 19 10 an up grain special 
was observed departing Donald Yard 
behind G5 14-X37-S306, only to be 
halted in the crossing loop that is 
situated immediately on the 
Melbourne side of the yard. This 
allowed a second grain special to enter 
the yard behind X47-X54-X41-S3 10- 
1374 at 19 15 in the down direction. 
After this the first train departed for 
North Geelong, and was seen the next 
morning through Gheringhap at 

07 58. 


Upon arrival, the T class was cut off 
along with a number of empty grain 
wagons, and shut down. The 
remaining motive power departed for 
Birchip with the balance of the empty 
wagons, only to be seen around 15 
minutes later shunting off a number 
of wagons at Litchfield, the first grain 
siding north of Donald. The T that 
was left at Donald was part of the 
power on the front of a North 
Geelong-bound grain movement the 
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on Mon.15.5 Damien Butler 


following morning, behind X51-X52- 
X36, passing through Gheringhap at 
10 40. (EP/GE) 


BALLARAT — WHITES PILOT 


It was reported in June NEWSRAIL 
that the White’s pilot had not 
operated since early January. This 
changed in the first week in May 
when it resumed for the week, 
although since then the traffic has 
returned to road transport. 


X42 and H2 at Streatham Road, Middle Creek as they struggle to remove a long 
rake of wagons for conversion to log wagons. Wed.7.6 Jeff Bounds 


BALLARAT EAST — WEST COAST 
RAILWAY 


May saw quite a number of 
movements in and out of Ballarat 
East. A freshly painted Freight 
Australia P20 was released on Fri.12.5 
and replaced by P19 that is to be 
painted. 


T413, which has spent the last two 
years at the Geelong loco depot, was 
transferred to Ballarat East on 
Thurs.11.5 as part of the consist of 
the Cowangie gypsum train, 9137, 
which was hauled by X44 and X51. 


On Sun.14.5 T413 and steam 
engine Y112, hauled a consist of 
Steamrail cars and WAL 951 ona 
special to Bendigo on their way to 
Echuca where they will both be based 
until Mon.26.6. 


Other locos to come in and out of 
Ballarat East during May included 
B76, R711, $302, $311, T369 and 
T385. B61 came in on Wed.24.5. 
(D Mo) 


SURPLUS VANS FROM MIDDLE 
CREEK 


It was reported in the Operations 
section of the October 1999 issue of 
NEWSRAIL that a number of surplus 
ex-V/Line louvre vans were being 
stored on the disused Ballarat to 
Ararat line. Eventually over one 
hundred of these were accumulated on 
this line, near the site of the former 


Middle Creek station, west of 
Beaufort. 


On Wed.14.6, 32 of these vans, 
that had been relocated to Ballarat, 
departed towards Geelong behind the 
colourful combination of X31 (V/Line 
colours)-P19 (Freight Australia)-S311 
(West Coast Railway) as train number 


9198. (AL) 
NORTH 


Freight Australia services through 
Bendigo, to Echuca and beyond, and 
to Swan Hill, continue to be led, in a 
majority of cases by the G class, but 
the variety of trailing units continues. 
The A, H, S, T and X classes have all 
been reported in this role, with 
anywhere from one to six locomotives 
per train. 


X49 leading G521 and X31 on the 
down Deniliquin goods, 9083, on 
Tues.16.5 was the only report of one 
of these trains not led by a G. The 
most impressive lash-up was the sextet 
of G525-H4-T374-X54-T392-X4]1 on 
the Swan Hill bound goods, 9080, on 
Sat.20.5. 


Two more stored T class 
locomotives have been retrieved and 
sent to South Dynon for return to 
service. T402 and T382 were added to 
G525 on the front of the Melbourne 
bound Swan Hill goods, 9280, on 
Tues.2.5 


Y157 ran the Boort goods on nine 
occasions during May, with only two 
instances when it had company, in the 
form of X41 on Mon.22.5 and H4 on 
Wed.24.5. X37 operated the service 
twice by itself and T379 once. 


ECHUCA’S WEEKEND OF STEAM 


Echuca was the place to be over the 
Queen’s Birthday long weekend from 
Sat.10.6 to Mon.12.6, with three 
separate steam trains operating, along 
with the usual weekend Sprinter 
services and freight trains. 


West Coast Railway operated their 
small steam engine, Y112, and hired 
flat top T413 in push-pull mode on 
shuttle trips to Barnes in NSW and 
towards Tongala on the Echuca to 
Toolamba line. Seymour Railway 
Heritage Centre’s steam engine J515 
and diesel loco T320, a flat top or first 
series as well, were also operating 
push-pull shuttles to the same 
locations, but at different times. 


The third steam train was hauled 
by Steamrail’s R761, operating from 
and to Melbourne on the Sunday, 
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arriving at around 12 30 and 
departing at 18 00. 


The usual operations that occurred 
included the Sprinter service that is 
extended from Bendigo on Sundays 
and public holidays, an unidentified 
G class operated the trip to Deniliquin 
in NSW, and the evening Melbourne 
bound goods, 9084, also ran on the 
Monday. (EP) 


NORTH EAST STANDARD 
GAUGE 


The standard gauge during the month 
of April had a variety of unusual trains 
and diverse motive power including 
steam! 


Great Northern Rail’s former GM 
class locos were reported on two 
occasions working the Austrac goods 
to or from Melbourne through 
Mangalore. On Sat.1.4, GM22 
teamed up with a leased EL class 
locomotive at 17 46 heading towards 
Melbourne. On Thurs.13.4 an 
unidentified GNR GM class, most 
likely 22, was sighted behind EL63 
on the down goods. 


Fri.14.4 saw the Sydney to Perth 
passenger service, the Indian Pacific, 
diverted via Melbourne because of 
flooding reported in the Gladstone 
area of South Australia. It was 
through Mangalore heading for 
Melbourne at 11 55. 


The ARTC rail corrugation test 
train reported on the Western 
standard gauge line in June NEWSRAIL 
also made it up the North East line to 
Albury. It passed Mangalore at 10 59 
on Tues.18.4 hauled by GM42 and 
J103. It returned later that night with 
the J leading. 


Other highlights of the month 
included the occasional appearances 
of 81 and DL class locomotives as 
trailing units on National Rail trains. 


(PF) 


NORTH EAST BROAD 
GAUGE 


The highlights on this line for April 
revolved around the steam activities 
over Easter, and the occasional 
appearance of the S class. 


The action started on Thurs.20.4 
when R761 led the first steam special 
for the weekend through Mangalore 
at 21 30 in the down direction. 


The next day at 07 46 steam R711 
and diesel $313 teamed up on the 


front of a down special pass, followed 
at 11 47 by the impressive lineup of 
T378-GM36-J515 with T320 trailing 
on a down Yarrawonga special. At 

16 40 R761 and R711 formed a steam 
double header on an up special pass, 
and at 22 30, S313-GM36 and T378 


led an up empty cars movement. 


On Mon.24.4 J515 and T320 
passed through with an Up 
Yarrawonga special and Fri.28.4 saw 
the combination of A78-S301-P-P on 
an up goods train at 22 21. (PF) 


TOCUMWAL GOODS 9351/9352 
AND 9353/9354 


A77 was a common sight on the Up 
Tocumwal goods 9352, observed four 
times leading an A-X combination. 
On Wed.3.5 and the following day it 
teamed up with X48, and on Fri.5.5 
and Tues.16.5 X47 joined it for the 
trip. 

Tues.9.5 saw the unusual lash-up of 
A81-T400-P23 combining to lead the 
up goods, 9354. (CC) 


METROPOLITAN 


LONG ISLAND STEEL TRAINS 


Pairs of National Rails’ BL class 
locomotives are still running these 
trains, with BL34 being used on all 
trains in May up until Tues.23.5, and 
was also used extensively during April. 
The most common pairing has been 
with BL30, although there was a 
period between Easter and the end of 
April when it was BL34 and BL29. 
BL30-BL34 were still running 
combined as at Tue.23.5 but will 
probably be separated before the end 
of the month. BL32 has not been seen 
since the start of April. 


Loading has been down slightly 
since Easter but was picking up again 
towards the end of May. 


STEELLINK LOCOS 


On Thurs.11.5, two of the NR’s 
painted in SteelLink colours, were seen 
as second units on two of National 
Rail’s freights. A Brisbane bound 
freight, MB4/9609 departed at 19 00 
with NR64 leading NR6O, and shortly 
after, NR’s 86 and 59 left on 
MAS/9701 heading for Adelaide. 
Another interesting train was number 
9750, SCT transfer from Laverton to 
Appleton Dock, with G532 and 14 
wagons which were later added to 
5MA3 Patricks’ Freight. It was seen 
past West Footscray at 20 05. (R Mc) 
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TONGALA 
~ DERAILMENT 


On the evening of Sun.30.4, the up Echuca - 
Melbourne goods, 9302 ran via Toolamba instead of 
Bendigo and at the Currs Road level crossing, the train 
hit a semi trailer that had driven onto the crossing in 
front of the train. The semi was wrecked, G523, the 
lead unit rolled onto its side as X39 and the train jack 
knifed behind it. It took a week to clear the scene and 
the locos and damaged rollingstock were returned to 
Melbourne the following weekend. NEwsRAIL would 
like to thank everyone for forwarding us information 
but we are limited by space as to what we can print. 


Right: G523 on its side on Mon.1.5 


Below: VHSF and VHHP wagons in the 
dirt at the accident scene. The line is 
limited to 40 km/h so the damage 
caused was quite spectacular 

Both photos Cleve Matys 
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It could be you in the cab! 


Did you know that membership of The Central Highlands Tourist Railway at 
Daylesford is ONLY $20 per annum. As a member you receive four copies per year 
of our newsletter The Turntable, which keeps you informed of what’s happening at 
Daylesford. You are also entitled to unlimited free travel on any one of our regular 
timetabled services. Also you have the opportunity to partake in various social 
activities including our famous ‘VR Nostalgia Nights’. But if you want, your 
membership can be much more. 


Have you always wanted to be a real railwayman? Well in just six months you 
could be well on your way to becoming a qualified signalman/guard and in 
12 months possibly a trainee railmotor driver! Then there is station master, 
conductor, ganger, repairer, rollingstock car builder, mechanic . . . the list 
really does go on. 


With the possibility of exciting new developments in the next 12 months it is a 
perfect time to get involved and help support the oldest preserved VR branchline, 
restoring and operating the vehicles that supplied 70% of branchline passenger 
services from the 1930s to the 1970s, and if you want value for money, why not join 
the CHTR? 


For membership details and any enquiries you may have, please contact one of 
the below: 


¢ The Membership Secretary on Phone/Fax (03) 5348 3622 
© The Secretary, P.O. Box 93, Daylesford, Victoria 3460 

¢ The Volunteers’ Co-ordinator on Fax (03) 9807 1793 

¢ The CHTR website at www.chtr.org.au 
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CHANGING 
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OF T411 


The Mornington Tourist 
Railway is restoring T411 
back to service. Here we see 
it as it is being prepared for 
painting. Sat.19.2 

Cameron Hellings 


The blue paint is finished, 
the sun is starting to shine 
and 411 is being marked 
out for its yellow stripes. 
Sun.7.5 


Tall Tall 


Q Le teem 


By Sun.21.5 the yellow lining 
is finished and the sun is 
fully out, so let’s go for 
aride Both photos Michael Bray 
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NORTH-EAST 
ACTION 


Above: On the broad gauge at Seymour, N452 on the 09 05 down Shepparton 
pass. runs past P2I and A73 on a down Tocumwal goods. Fri.24.12.99 


Below: 82 class are now regular visitors on the standard gauge and operate the 
CRT service to and from North Altona. 8214 rounds the curve at Mangalore on 
Mon.7.2 as it is heads for Sydney Both photos Peter Foote 
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TAILDISC 


Reviews, amendments, queries, bits and pieces and the odd spot 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Dave Macartney of Ballarat writes: 
Don Potts’ recent series of articles on 
the history of the Overland raises an 
interesting point. As he states, the R 
class locos were right on the borderline 
to make it to Ararat on a bunker of 
coal, at least until the crews became 
more used to the locos. As the distance 
from Ararat to Serviceton is some 25 
miles greater than that from Mel- 
bourne to Ararat, does this mean that 
the R class never worked the train west 
of Ararat? Perusal of Wal Jack’s note- 
books from this 1951/52 period 
include a number of trips to Adelaide, 
but always with R class east of Ararat 
and a pairs of A’’s beyond. If the R’s 
required recoaling at Dimboola you 
would need at least six engines to cover 
this segment of the journey, compared 
with four A”’s. 

There were still some good A”’s 
about this time. In early 1951, twenty 
new A’ boilers were built by Clyde 
Engineering in Sydney, as Newport was 
fully extended at the time. This almost 
turned into a debacle, when it was 
realized when the new boilers were 
loaded on to the standard gauge 
wagons in Sydney and ready for 
despatch that there was no suitable 
lifting gear at Albury for handling 
them. The appropriate beams and 
slings were sent north from Newport as 
a red-hot priority! 

Over the next few months twenty 
boilers were fitted to engines 822, 823, 
828, 851, 865, 886, 889, 903, 928, 
942, 955, 962, 973, 982, 986, 993, 
994 and 997. Eleven of these engines 
were Walschaert oil burners and would 
probably have worked their share of 
duties on the Overland, possibly right 
up to dieselisation. 

The transition to diesel power on the 
Victorian side took place within days of 
the fourth B class being delivered in 
October 1952. With the B class arriv- 
ing at the rate of two a month, the 
dieselisation of the Overland was 
decisive and steam was never to return. 

Over the border, it was a different 
story. The SAR rushed engines 900 and 
901 into service in November 1951 
and immediately dieselised their 
premier interstate train, the Overland. 
However, it was to be five months 
before engine 902 was completed and 


by then the original two diesels were 
struggling. Wal Jack was in Adelaide 
from 17 February until 8 May 1952 
and recorded 26 sightings of 500 class 
4-8-4’s on the Overland in that period. 

Ironically, the most sustained period 
of steam working, each day from 16 to 
the 22 April, took place because of the 
failure of 902 on its test run. When it 
arrived at Gawler on 16 April, it was 
discovered that someone had over- 
looked adding grease to the roller 
bearings and all axles had seized. With 
no suitable transfer bogies available, 
one of the running 900’s had to give up 
its power bogies, which were taken to 
Gawler by engine 715 on the break- 
down train so that 902 could be towed 
back to Islington for repairs. Needless 
to say, Wal Jack was an interested 
spectator of all of this and the seven 
days of bonus steam working of the 
Overland, which resulted. 


Mr Hugo van den Berghe of 
Abbotsford writes: 

Two slight distortions of the facts crept 
into the Calendar column of the April 
2000 NEWSRAIL. 

The claim that B6O was placed on 
standard gauge bogies for the first time 
in May 1975 disregards the fact that 
this engine ran trial trips in NSW in 
1952 and worked a freight train south 
on its delivery trip to Bandiana. 
Insertion of the words ‘since its delivery 
trip’ would make the claim correct. 

The Strathmerton - Tocumwal sec- 
tion of the line was not officially closed 
after it suffered bushfire damage 
several years ago. Service on the line 
was suspended. Thus traffic was 
resumed on the line in May 1995; the 
line was not reopened as such as it had 
not been officially closed. 

Railway archivist Mick Guiney, 
pointed out to me that there is much 
confusion, even in official circles, 
between the terms such as ‘closed’ & 
‘closed to traffic’, ‘closed’ & ‘service 
suspended’, ‘service suspended’ & 
‘booked out’, ‘booked out’ & ‘booked 
out of service’ and ‘re-opened’ & ‘re- 
opened to traffic’. Indeed, V/Line’s 
considerable publicity in 1955 reported 
that the Tocumwal line had in fact been 
‘re-opened’. It could be argued by some 
that if the railways say they have re- 


opened a line, then by definition, that 
line has been re-opened, while others 
would say such wording is confusion 
and unfortunate. 

Mick further pointed out that 
around about 1986, railway official- 
dom stopped ‘closing’ lines and since 
then has merely suspended service on 
lines. He cited the curious case of the 
Springhurst - Wahgunyah line, which 
had its service suspended and has since 
had the track lifted. All this means that 
the railway historian, the researcher, 
the author and the editor of the future 
will need to be exceedingly cautious. 

(Editors note: A recent inspection 
showed that the Springhurst - Wah- 
gunyah line has not been lifted and is 
intact north of Springhurst, through 
Rutherglen to Wahgunyah.) 


FORMER ‘BLOCKO’S’ 


Mr Brian Coleman is compiling a book 
on the life and times of railwaymen 
who were former Block and Signal 
inspectors of the Victorian Railways. 
The role goes back to at least 1884 
through to the current times. Mr 
Coleman is interested to hear from 
anyone with information on the 
following men, which will complete his 
research: 

Mark F Baynes 1889, Charles Berrie 
1863, George Bowden 1849, 
Alexander Burns 1864, Francis Clancy 
1891, Thomas B Cook 1860, Felix P 
Daly 1907, William H D’Ambrosio 
1899, Thomas Edward 1871, Edward 
M Hoare 1869, John Jackson 1862, 
George H Jones 1889, James W 
Jordan 1885, Hugh Lynch 1860, 
Daniel McFarlane 1849, John Z 
Murfitt 1871, John T Nolan 1869, 
Cyril H Owen 1903, John Patrick 
1861, William J Pearson 1871, Charles 
Ralston 1860, Arthur H Sawyer, 
Charles J Spiers 1893, Laurence L 
Stevens 1866, John Watkins 1866. 

Anyone with information on the 
above, contact Mr Brian Coleman, PO 
Box 503, Boronia Vic 3155. 


On page 185 of the June edition, we 
printed a photograph of five Freight 
Australia locos leaving Goulburn for 
Port Kembla on Thurs.20.4. The 


locos were X45-G522-T390-T399- 
T408 and they were to be stabled 
at Port Kembla over Easter. 
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TAILDISC 


Where is it? 


Last month’s answer. Gavin McLaughlan was standing at the down end of Rockbank when he saw G529 and T369 heading 


for Ballarat on westbound wheat train. 
This month’s question: Cameron Hellings was spending a quiet time in the bush where he photographed the station below. It was 
on a very picturesque branch line and had its own loco depot and turntable. Where is it? 


People are trying to get the Ballarat - Ararat line returned to service but we will never see action at Buangor 
like this again. 9150 up Adelaide goods slows for the staff exchange as G528 leads 
C501-C508-S313-G513-C507-C509-S317 on Sun.10.2.91 Gavin McLaughlan 


— The — 
CLASSIFICATION YARD | 


NEWSRAIL’S 
Buy, Sell or Swap and Wanted classified ad column 


FOR SALE 


Train World Pty Ltd wish to buy collections of books and magazines on railways. 
We are interested in American, British and Australian Railways. We also have 
lists available of books and magazines for sale in the shop. For a list please 
send a SSAE to Train World Pty Ltd, 624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton, 3187. 
Phone (03) 9596 6342. 


Y2K list of Railway and Tramway Collectables: yours for the asking. Stafford Stamps, 
Box 73, Kew East 3102. Telephone/Fax: (03) 9859 5827. 


Coming soon: a re-print of my book The May Day Hills Railway. The book tells of the 
planning, building and running of the railway to Everton and up through the May Day Hills 
to Beechworth, thence to Yackandandah. Due out mid June. Cost $15 post free from Wal 
Larsen, Bright, 3741. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


How to place your advertisement: Use block letters, include full name, address and 
phone number, and cheque (not cash) payable to ARHS. Send to Advertising Manager, PO Box 
342, Mulgrave 3170. Closing date of Advertisements is the 20th of each month. All advertisers 
are advised to read the Advertising Conditions before placing any advertisement as they 
contain an indemnity from the advertiser. Copies are available on request. Charges: Based 
on 3 column per page, 7 words per line. Normal rate $2.20 per line per month. Special rate 
for ARHS members $1.10 per line per month. Minimum charge for all advertisements is 
4 lines per month. 


NOTHING TO DO ON 


TUESDAY NIGHTS? 


Why not visit the ARHS Archives on the down 
platform at Windsor from 8 p.m.? 
See you there! 
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; BACKWARDS 


Mail Order Specialists - 
phone, fax, write or Internet! 


<< SS 


Australia’s largest range of railway, tramway 
and bus material — magazines, books, 
videos, railway ephemera (including internal 
railway books), models, slides, photographs, 
audio tapes, badges, posters, postcards, 
mugs, etc., etc.! 


>< > TAK 


Write, phone or fax us now 
for a copy of our current list! 


THE RAILFAN SHOP 


40 Market Street, Melbourne, Victoria 3000 
Phone/Fax (03) 9621 2238 
www — http://railfan.webmania.com.au// 


BRANCH LINE 


Suppliers of Fine Model Railway and Constructive Hobby Equipment 
490 Dorset Rd., Croydon, Victoria, 3136 Phone: 9723 1211 
Fax: 9723 5432 Website: www.branchline.com.au 
Email: trains@branchline.com.au 
HOURS: MON.-THURS. 10 am. - 6 p.m. FRI. 10 am. - 9 p.m. SAT. 9 am. - 4 p.m. 


624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton, 3187 (03) 9596 6342 


Mon.-Thurs. Friday Saturday 
10 am. - 6.30 p.m. 10 am. - 9 p.m. 9 am.- 5 p.m. 


New and Used Models 
Australian, USA, UK 
Bankcard welcome 


IESE GIN ERSIED) 


MODEL RAILROAD SUPPLIES 
5 Carrington Road, Box Hill, 3128 
Phone: (03) 9890 7027 


Hours: Monday-Thursday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Friday 9 am. to 9 p.m. Saturday 9 am. to 12 noon. 


Magazines and Books 
Good range always in stock 
Direct Importers 


RAILWAY HOUSE 
THE HOUSE OF TRAINS 
Model Railway Specialists (all gauges) 
sales, service and pre-loved 
Australia’s biggest ‘G’ gauge stockist 
2 Meninya Street (P.O. Box 66), Moama, N.S.W. 2731 
Phone and Fax: (03) 5482 5490 


A.R.H.S. 
RAILWAY MUSEUM 


OPEN EVERY SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 
AND PUBLIC HOLIDAYS 
(EXCEPT CHRISTMAS Day AND 
Goop FRIDAY) 

12 NOON - 5 PM 


ALSO SCHOOL HOLIDAYS — 
WEDNESDAYS | - 4 PM 


MID-WEEK VISITS BY ARRANGEMENT: 
PHONE 9596 3249 


Buffet car available for children’s parties 
and special functions. 


Enquiries: phone museum 9897 7412 


CHAMPION ROAD 
NORTH WILLIAMSTOWN 


Available Now! 


From Train Hobby Publications 
48 pages A4 landscape full colour $30.00 (Subject to GST from 1st. July 2000) 


from your local hobby shop or direct from Train Hobby, P.O. Box 5005 


Studfield 3152, (03) 98011210, post free within Australia. 
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Managing Editor John Sargent 


P.O. Box 5005 Studfield 3152 
AUSTRALIA 


